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ABout PBW
Po€ETRy BEHWD THE WALLS (PBW) If ONE OF THE ONLY ONGOWG JOURNALS W THE UJ. THAT
if PEPICATED TO WRITINGS FROMM YOuTH THAT ARE WCARCERATED. PBW 1f A CollABORATWE
PROJECT BETWEEN SAVE THE KIDS AND HILLBROOK »OouTH DETENTION CENTER,

GoAL of PBW
THE gOAL oF PBW 1f To PROVIDE SPACE FOR YouTH To €XPREST THEMSELVES NOMVIOLENTLY.
PBW Alfo SUPPORTS AND €NCOURAGES YOUTH WHEN THEY SEE THER \WORK PUuBLITHED.

ACKNOWLEPSMENTS
WE VERY MUuCH WANT To THANK AL OF THE KPS, STAFF, AND APMWISTRATION AT HiltBROOK
YOUTH DETENTION CENTER FOR SUPPORTING THIS PROJECT.

SuBMissions
Po€eTRy BEWNP THE WALLS 1§ OPEN To AlL WCARCERATED YOUTH THROUSHOUT THE WORLP.
WE WoulP LK€ ALl WRITING 1O APVOCATE Pofitiie €XPRESIION AND HOPE. IT Po€f nNot
MATTER WHAT KWD oF WRITWG ABIITY THE YOUTH EXHIBIT. PLEASE SEND SUBMISSIONS VIA €-
MAIL To: ANTHONY J. NOCEWA Il - ANTHONY NoCEUAI@ICORTIAND €PU (WITH THE SuBJECT TiTLe
- "PoETRY BEHWD THE WALLS,” WCLUPWS Full CONTACT WFORMATION, AZE, FACLITY, AND WL
SEND Yoy BACK A CONTRACT To Fill ouyr).
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ABout SAVE THE KIPS
STK 1§ A SRASS-ROOTS NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION FOUNDED W 2009 PEDICATED TO ESTABLIUWG
A MoVEMENT THAT APVOCATES FOR ALTERNATINES To INCARCERATION THAT ARE PEACE
ORIENTED SJERVICES FOR YOUTH AND THE COMMUNITY, WHICH HELPY To TRANSFORM THE
JWENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM AND END COMUNITY AND ISTITUTIONAL JIOLENCE,

KEEPING KipS ouT of INCARCERATION ANP AWAY FROM VIoLENCE.”
W/, SAVETHER PISHOUP.0RS
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UNTITLED
By: J/LVESTER

STREETS (RAYY WHEN PEOPLES HooDS Pie PoWN

YOUNG oNES go To JAL

THEY SAP IF Yoy PoNT PRAY You Will o To Hell

LooK AT ME 1T (OCKEP UP W A DETENTION (CElL

JUST WAITNG FOR THE JUDGE TO SENTENCE IME OR LoWER My BAL
JUNK STRESSFUL BEWS AROUND MEN AlL PAY

Qo0 | o wWro RooM A oR B WHERE TS Four WALLS

I A YoUNS KID AND BEST BELIEVE | PoNE SEEN 1T AlL

DonE SIMOKEP \WEEP, Sotp A UL PRysS

M€ BEWS W HERE,

| MSS My MAMAS Love

WHEN | WAS 13, | THOUSHT | WAS A THYS

Iy DAP NEVER WHIPPED ME TiILL HE SEEN Bloop

I CREP, (RIEDP My €Y€S oyt

I FEEL JORRY FOR PEOPLE BEHND BARS

THAT ARE NEVER SETTING oyt

M A YOoUNS KID, BUT | NEVER LET My PAW oyt

M€ AND MY BoyS JUST SIMOKE A LOT OF \WEEP AND WANG out
WE uJEP To RoB PEoPLE ANP TELL THEM To €MPTY THER CHANGE oyt
My BoyS SCAREP To Pull ALl THER PAW oyt

THEY THINK THEY TOO Hoop To o To §(Hool

THROW AWAY THE PRygS AND THE BIS JEWELS

I WISH | WAS HoME To €AT SoME REAL Soul Foop
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My Lie€
BY: ANTHONY

LIF€ 1§ REAL (RAYY

KIPS SETTIN KILED AND 13 Y€AR olp SIRLS HAUW BABIES

WHEN | HEAR ABouT yYouNg PEoPLE Pyw, THAT STUFF PoESNT PHASE Me
WHAT AM | SuPPosep to SA?

THAT STUFF AMAZES ME, NAH

My oM ALWAYS TolP ME To go To S(Hool

But My WARP HEAPED SELF WENT SKIPPW WITH THE OLDER PuPES

€VEN THOYgH | Love My MOTHER To PEATH

EVERY TIME | JEE HER (RY, IT FEELS LIKE | goT A BIS Hole W M)y CHEST
WHEN | THWK ABout My FAMILY

I Put THE Hoop To THE SIPE

CAUSE ITS NoT FOoR M€

Got To STAY W §(Hool AND STOP SCREWW THE H-o

| USEP TO RoB PEOPLE WHEN | PIDN'T HAVE MoNEy

AND THE STUPD THWG 1S, | PID 1T BECAUSE | WAS HUNGRY

THoygHT 1T WAS cool, Roltw' pice

THEN | HAP TO (HILL AND Do RIGUT

Bur THY 1§ AL ABout My LIFE,
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THERE SHoulP BE No S€PARATION
BY: Atec

DY CRIMIWATION, SESRESATION, SEPARATION

AlL UNDER onNE NATION

HoW po you INE UNDER oNE FIASS,

HAVE THE SAME €PuCATION

Bur STl ARE SEPARATED

PeoPLe THWK JuJT BECAUSE YOURE WHITE
THERES No SEPARATION

€VEN THOUSH THE PAY OF CWIL RISHTS MAY BE oveR
WE STl HAVE OUR OWN FIgHTS

WHY Po PeoPLe THNK WERE PIFFERENT
WERE NoT AT ALl DIFFERENT

JUIT BECAUSE WERE PIFFERENT SUADES
DoESNT MEAN ANYTHING

I CAIME HERE AND HAP A SENERAL OUTLOOK ON KIDS FROMM THE Hoop
Bur WHAT | REALREP 1§

THEY'RE NO DIFFERENT FROM M€ AND Yoy

So WHY Po YAlL THWK THEYRE SO DIFFERENT
WERE not

AND € Yoy po

THEN SUAME oN Yoy

JUST SHAME oN Yoy
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&'RLY
By: LeSLe

I WANT ‘€M

| NEED €M

THEYRE Fun

THEY'RE DIFFERENT

THER BODyY 1Y DIFFERENT

I LKE THER SHAPE

THER BEAUTY

THER €PUCATION

I LKE THER HAIR Pone

AND (LoTHES NAME BRAND
Bur WHAT | LKE MoST

)] )’TA)/wg THE NIGUT WITH THEM
KNOWING THAT 1T Wil BE Fun
THE NEXT PAY | o HOE,
€AT, ANP go TO SLEEP,
WAITING FOR ANOTHER MISHT
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THE System
BY: Lonane

IT TIREP OF THE §y/STEM

I WANT TO JET OuT OF THE sysTem
THE §YSTEM 1y BROKEN

ITS not A PIACE To BE

THE WALLS ARE WHITE

AND THE Foop 1f SARBAGE

| CANT SLEEP AT MIgUT

BecAUSE | MS My FAMILY

My BACK 1§ HURTING

MY Mwp 1§ RACNGS

My PRIDE 1f SETTING To M€

AND No oNE \WHIL LEAVE ME Alone
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SHut UP, Ger Our OF My FACE
By: DEWAYNE

CounSeLorS, SHuT uP
ApuLtS, SHut uP

You, SHut uP

G€T oyt OF My FACE

YOURE W My FACE To ANNOY M€

YOURE W [y FACE TEWLWG ME WHAT To po
All ofF HILLBRooK 1y w My FACE

THE oPS ARE W MMy FACE

CAUSE You goT NOTHI' €LfE To po

EVERYBODY'S W MMy FACE
SHur uP
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TimMé Gowg 5)/
BY: Atec

TME Somg By 1y LIKE WAITWG FoR A MIRACLE
Goob TMES go By Along WiTH BAP

You THWK ABout yYouR TMeE AS NOTHING

Bur WHEN Yoy (ooK BACK, You WONDER

WHY PP | WASTE 177

TUM€E 1f MORE THAN you THINK

TUME 1S ANYTHING AND €VERYTHING
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ONLY You
BY: Atec

A PERSON (AN MMAKE yYou FEEL HISH

A PERJON (AN MAKE You FEEL LoW

But THE onLy PERJON you (AN BLAME 1 you
HoW po you BecoMe STRONG,

WHEN you FE€EL So polwa?

KEEP YOUR HEAP UP FOR THE MOMMENT,
CAUSE 1T [MAY BE THE ONLY THING You WAVE

Poetry Behind the Walls, April 2011, Volume 4, Issue 1

10



Scuool
By: LeSLe

| UKE SCHool BECAUSE 1T CAN SET You ANYWHERE W LIFE.

ScHool (AN Alfo BE ToygH, BUT NOT IF You LISTEN TO THE TEACHER.

I AM REALLY goop W MMATH AND SCIENCE.

WHEN | go To (OllEZE, IM SOWG To PLAY (OllESE FOOTBALL.
FooTBAIL HAS ALWAYS BEEN 1My MUMBER oNE SPoRT,
[y PREAM 1§ To o To THE NFL.
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LiFe
BY: Lonane

HARP LiFe
SRyggtes

Lvwg PAY To DAY
RAwy

Foggy

Snowy

JuT (Vg

TRYWg 1O SURVNE
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ANGER
By: LoNne

ONE MORE YEAR
TMe f Slow

| NEEP TO JO HOME
| NEEP TO JO HOME
I M5 My FAMILY
IM FRUSTRATED

M ANGRY

1M LoneLy
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GROWING UP
By: ANTHONY

MY NAME 1§ ANTHONY, BETTER KNOWN AS AMP, AND I\ gowg To Téll You ABout V...
GROWING UP | AP onE BROTHER AND TWo SISTERS. | PIDN'T REALLY SEE€ My FATHER THAT
MuCH. HE WAS A BAP MAN, SETTING INTO FISHTS, POING PRUSS... JUJT POING THINGS HE
SHOULDN'T HAVE BEEN POING... SO THATS WHY | PIDNT SEE HIM. \WHEN | TURNED FWE, | WAP
A NEW BABY SYTER. | WAS THE MAN OF THE HOUSE SO | WATCHED OVER MY SISTER, LIKE |
Po NoW. | JUJT KEPT HER ouT ofF TROUBLE. WHEN | TURNED THIRTEEN, VY Coufw PASSED
AWAY. HE WAS TRYWS A \WRESTING IMoVE AND HUNG HIMSELF oN ACCIPENT. [y Mo
MAPE A CoUPLE BAP (HOICES Too, SHE SOLP PRUSS out OF THE HOUSE FOR EXTRA [MoNgEy To
FEED M€, MY SIYTERS AND [y BROTHER. JHE WENT To JAIL FOR A LITTLE WHILE BuT SHE
CHANGED AND goT A JoB NolW AND WE ARE Powg goop.

14
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FooTBALL
By: SHA!

I AM A BEAST
You (ANT SToP Me
YOURE SLOW, | (AN Se€

IM PANCING \WITH [y FEET
Jufgwg G wrrwg Moves
So FAST THAT | FLEET

AS You (AN Se€

M A BEAST

Jo gwe uP

CAUSE I UNDEFEATED
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FITCH JTREET
By: SHyKeem

Yo,

You KNOW My NAME 1 SKY

I STAY AWAY FRoM THAT HS
AND 'F yYou WANT BEEF

You NEEP To go To A BARBEQuE
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Lire W HitlBRooK
By: LeSLe

| PoN'T LKE HILBROOK BECAUTE THEY KEEP FEEDWS IME THE SAIME Foop,
AT HOME, | (AN €AT ANYTHWG | WANT TO,

| ALSo PON'T [IKE THAT WE HAVE To WEAR THESE RASSEDY CLOTHES.

IM uf€P To WEARWS HollSTER AND ABERCROMBIE € FITCH.
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STReers
By: J/LVESTER

YOUNG KIDS ON THE BlocK, FLIPPWS PACK
Bur You CANT WALK AROUNP WITHoUT THAT SAT

I o THE BLOCK AND THE YOUNGEST SOT THE SAT.

I WISH THE \WORLD WAS PIFFERENT,
But SolME ARE SOWS To RAT,
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THE BURNER
By: J/LVESTER

IN THE STREETS You SOTTA WAVE A BURNER on you
EVERY\WHERE AROUND HERE, SUN SHOTS

AND you PRAY TO Gop 11§ NoT YA Ho[VE

AL THESE OLDER PUDES ouT HERE KNOW M€

WHEN | WAS out | WAS ALWAYS WAIKIWNG \WITH AN OLDER HOoMMiE
| HAD THE NWE TuCK

[y MMAN HAP THE BURNER oN WM

[y NWE \WAS TUCKEP

1R YEARS olP (0OKING FoR A STiCK uP

THEY oN THE BlocK TAIKING ABout

Rolt THE PFF uP

LIF€ 1) HARP, IT 1f SHoOT OR JET SHOT

No PEACE W My LIFE, BECAUSE OF THE PIECE W My LIFE
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HiLLBRooK
By: JESUS

THE RooM§ ARE colp
THE FLooRS ARE olp
THE PeoPLE ARE Cool
But THE Foop 1§ NASTY
AND THAT 1§ My Poem
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WHEN | Go Home
By: ANTHONY

WHEN | go HoMe

| AM SUNNA €AT A Big MEAL

LIKE 17§ THANKISNWGS

AND 110 SUNNA PLAY FooTBALL WITH /My S1STER
LK€ | ufep To

ITS LKE THE olP PAYS

WHEN | USEP TO MY WITH MY (ouiw

AND WANG \WITH MY FRIEND

WHEN | go HoMe
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HittBRooK,
By: ANTHONY

HittBRooK 1y A BAP PLACE To SLEEP

IT 1 Afo A BAP PLACE To SPEAK

BECAUIE 1T 1) HARP BewWg w A TRAPPEP HoME WitHouT A TREAT
THATS WHY | SIT W My ROofM \WHEN 1T\ BORED AND MMAKE BEATS
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JESuy
By: JESUS

CUANGE My LIFe
&€T oyr, po goop
&o To §(Hoot
HetP My FAMILY
GET A JoB

HeLP oTHeRS
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ml)‘)'wg
By: SHyKeem

How 1§ My FAMILY powg?

1M W HILtBROoK

I WANT TO KNOoW

WHATS goop WITH My Boys?
AND | WANT TO KNow

How 1§ My mMop,

My FAMILY AND My STUFF Powgs?

Poetry Behind the Walls, April 2011, Volume 4, Issue 1

24



SURVIVING
By: RAMS

LWING W THE STREET

If LKE LNING W THE CREEK

SMOKING \WEED SETS My BRAW ALL Cloupy
WHEN | SET Money

| BloW IT oN THE HONEYS

CAUSE 1T SWEET LIKE HONEY
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Scuool
BY: JAVoN

ScHool 1§ WACK

Scuool 1§ (RACK

My Scuools BIACK

You (AN €T oyt oF My FACE
BeFORE you g€t SMACKED

I/ ABout To et A STACK
AFTER | LAY ANOTHER TRACK
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I DoN'T LK€
By: SHyKeem

| PON'T LIKE,

WHEN PeoPLE PicK oN M€

OR | Wil WANT TO FIgHT

THATS WHY | PoN'T PicK on PeoPLe
| PON'T LIKE,

WHEN PeoPLe TAIK ABout PeoPLe
THATS NoT MICE

To TAK oN PeoPLe

OR PWK oN THEM
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BASKETBALL
By: DEWAYNE

BASKETBALL 1§ My FAVORITE SPORT

ITS WHAT | LKE To Po WITH My SPARE TME
SOMEPAY, | WANT TO go To THE NBA

JUST LKE LEBRON JAMES

Bur BeTTER

OR MAYBE LKE KoBe BRyANT

Bur WHEN | g€t out oF HiltBRooK

| WANT 1o PLAY BASKETBALL

[oR€E THAN | WANT To PLAY FooTBALL
.AND go To THE NBA
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TUuRNING My LIFE AROUNP
By: DeEoNTAE

My UFe BORWg

BECAUSE | AM UERE

A PUMP THAT TURNS YOUR LIFE AROUND
WHEN | gET ouT [IL BE goop

FOR MMy WHoLE FAMILY
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BASKETBALL AND PeoPLeE
By: LeSLe

I LKE BASKETBALL BECAUSE 1T 1f A FooP \WoRKout

IF You ARE NEW W THE NESHBORHOOP

You (oulb go To THE BASKETBAIL CowRT

oSt PeoPLe MeEET AT BAIKETBALL CourTS

By SETTING PiIcK-uP SAMES WITH RANDPoM PeoPle
JoonER oR LATER, PEOPLE Will SET TO KNOW Yoy BETTER
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| Love FooTBALL
By: SHyKeem

| WANT To go HolME AND PLAY FootBALL
AND | TS My FAMILY, Too

AND THEY MSS M€, Too

Bur REAL STUFF..

| 1SS PIAYWG BASKETBALL

Bur REAL STUFF..

PeoPLe ouT THERE Love MéE

AND THEY WANT MME HoME

AND | CoulP BE SETTING oyt Soon
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HUuRRICANE oF LiIFe€
BY: Atec

L\F€ 1 (RAYY LKE A HURRICANE

€VERY MWWUTE OF A HURRICANE 1§ PAWFUL
JUIT LIKE THE STRUSSLE THROUSH A HURRICANE
LiF€ 1§ A SIANT STORM

Bur WHEN you REACH THE €€,

ITS THE MofT BEAUTIFUL THWS you €XPERIENCE
THEN THE STORMM COMM€S BACK ASAW

AND youy FALL POWN

AND g€t TORN APART

Bur WHEN THE STORM DISAPPEARS

YoU REALZE WHAT ALL THAT FISHT WAS FoR
THYS 1§ MINE, YOURS, EVERYBODYS,

HURRICANE OF LIFE
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Scuool
By: SHyKeem

I LKE 'T FOR THE €PUCATION

I UKE T FOR THE SRLY

| LKE 1T FOR THE TEACHERS
AND | LIKE 1T FoR THE PEARLS

ScHool 1§ My FuTRE
Scuoot 1§ My LFe
Scuool 1§ My FAVORITE
AND SCHool 1§ My KNIFE
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FAMILY
By: JESUS

My Biloop

My PeoPLe

[\Y BROTHERS AND S1TERS

My SRANDPMAS AND SRANDPA

THEY MeAN E\IER)’THWg To M€

THEY ARE HWAPPY, WHILE | AM SAP

THEY ARE FREE, WHILE | AM (OCKED UP

THEY ARE THE PullE, AND | AM THE Prece

UnNTiL WE ARE TOSETHER, WE Will BE woMPLeETe
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Woopy
BY: CHRISTOPHER (JTK STAFF)

WHEN | WALK POWN THE WALL, AND

YOU HEAR THE JNGLE OF MY K€Y

| NoTICE You PRAYING ON YOUR KNEES

Sigugs, AS you TAKE A PEEP BREATH

ANOTHER FRIEND SAPLY SHOT To DEATH
SOMETIES | SE€ THE SAPNESS W YOUR €Y€S

THAT YOouR HooP HAS NEVER ALLOWEP you To (RY
THROUSH oR TAIKS, | FEEL You WANT To CHANGE
SAPLY, You Will €NP yP oN A SURT

IF you STAY THE SAME

CHERISU YOUR YOUTH, ITS OKAY To BE A CHIP
LooK W THE MIRROR AND CHANGE YOuR LIFESTYLE
SEVEn MonTHS, you Will BE BACK ON THE STREET
A STORY OF SUCCESS, NOoT DEFEAT
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REARSoN
BY: SHAKETH

EVERYTHWG HAPPENS FOR A REATON.
WHEN Jo/MEONE SETS SHoT,

IT WAPPENS FoR A REASON,

WHEN Yoy GSET LOCKEP uP,

IT WAPPENS FoR A REASON,

WHEN Yoy ZET NTO A FIGUT,

Ty FoR A Re;\)‘ou_

WHEN Yoy go W FRONT ofF A JUPSE,
IT WAPPENS FoR A REASON,

WHEN M)y Mo (oMES To S€€ M€,
€VERY \WEPNESPAY AND SUNDAY,

TS FOR A REATON.
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TougH T'Mes
BY: SHAKETH

ToygH TIMES PONT (AST (ONGS

ToygH guys po

WHEN ToygH TMES CoMe Beyonp youy

YOURE STUCK WITH THE PEOPLE THATS (lof€ To youy

ToygH TMES MAKE You THE PERJON Yoy ARE

ToygH TIMES ARE NOT \WHEN Yoy BRAKE W A (AR

ToygH TIMES ARE WHEN THWGS HURT You ANP NoT LEAVE A SCAR
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Dymwg BeFoRe Hif Time
By: SHyKeem

MoK 1§ couswi

He's SonE Now

He got Kitep

THE SHOT WAS NoT MEANT FOR WM

WHEN | WEARP THAT, | WAS MAP

IM MSSING HIM NOW, MORE THAN €VER

THERE YNT A PAY THAT o€f By THAT | PoN'T WANT HIM BACK
BULLETS FLY, FUNERAL RIDE

23 YEARS olp 1f Too youNg To PiE

WHEN | Foynp oyt you PASSEP

| THOUSHT IT WAS A L'€

UNCLE JCooB BROKE THE SAP, SAP NEWS THAT MISHT
You BEWS PEAD JUST YN'T RIgHT

| REMEMBER RIPIWG N THE SREEN CAR

You MAPE ME FEEL LKE A SUPERSTAR

R1P. MOOK
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H'llBROOK
&y; QuINTON

Heu
INCARCERATED
LocKep
Lownely
Borep

ReAt
ORPERED
OBS€ERVED
Kp
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HATWN
BY: DREQUAN € STEPUEN

HATW on Me BeCAUSE I BLACK

HATIW oN Me BECAUSE YouRE WACK

HATIW oN Me BECAUSE You SMOKE (RACK

You HWATIN' o M€ BECAUSE 1T oN TRACK

You ALWAYS SOWg TO HATE IF You PONT HAVE A STACK
THEYRE HATW o BECAUSE OF WHAT THEY (ACK
THEYRE HWATW' oN BECAUSE | PACK

PeoPle JUST NEED To STOP UATW AND THATS A FACT

Poetry Behind the Walls, April 2011, Volume 4, Issue 1

40



My Hoop
BY: RASHAUN

[\ HooD, R TERRIFYWSG PLACE

Don'T MATTER WHATS YouR RACE

JUST KNoW Yoy CAN CATCH A CASE
PeoPLE, €VERYPAY, SETTING SHOT W THE FACE
MOTHERS (RYWS, THER KIPS ARE PYWg
CoPJ AlL ARouNp W [y Hoop

Bur NOWHERE €ELFE W TOWN

AL 1Y FRIENDS SET LOCKEP UP

EVERY NIGUT PeoPLE SHooT THE BlocK uP
EVERY WEEK JOMETHNG HAPPENS
WHY CANT WE ALL JuT GET Atongs?
)wg R Jong, No, \WE HAVE TO SETTLE IT
IN A FISHT, THAT AWT RigHT!

€ACH AND €VERY (ORNER

DRUSS ger Solp on

WEEP ANP (RACK IMONEY 1f Mo goop
ITS JuST FAST MONEY

PeoPLe WANT To BE N )Y Hoop

[ Hoop, My Hoop, My Hoop,

A TERRIBLE PLACE

But TS My Hoop, ynpERSToOP?
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WHAT Do€S Bewg BIAK
MEAN To mMe?
BY: TYRA€

Bewg BIACK MEANS, FROM THE KNGS AND QUEENS
To THE CHAWS AND WHIPS

FROM THE AFRICAN SLAVE SHIP WE WENT

FROM TUE DEATHS AND DISEASES

To THE HILLS AND FIELDS

How THE BLACKS WORKED HARP FoR A TRATHY MMEAL
FROM THE CWiL WAR To THE CWIL RiguTs

HoW FREEPOM (AME AND HoW HARP WE FISHT
FROM THE FLESH AND Bloop

To THE SWEAT AND TEARS

How My BIACK PEoPLE SURVNED So MANY Y€EARS
HAVING DIFFERENT RISHTS FROM BIACK AND WHITE
FISUT) 1O THE BIACK LEAPERS

THAT PP DURING THE FISHT

AND (HANGING SO MANY RISHTS

To MARTIN To MALCOLM To RoSA To CoRETTA

To Huey to HAMPTON

To OBAMA MAKWG 1T BETTER

FROM THE STRYSSLES TO THE FISHT

FROM OVERCOMING THE HEISHTS

MY BIACK PeoPLE ARE STl STANDING UPRISHT
WeE ARE JTRONG

WE ARE RISHT

WE ARE POWERFUL, ATHLETIC KNISHTS
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A PueRTo Rico JToRy
By: JESUS

Bewg PueRto RICAN 1§ MPORTANT To M€

Bews PueRTo RICAN MEANS A Lot To M€

Bemwg PueRTo RICAN 1§ AL ABouT THE Foop

Rice, BEANS AND CHICKEN

TVME 1§ A TICKIW, BUT | AM W UERE

Bewg PuerRTo RicAN

IN THESE WALLS, CotP ALl THE TVE

| THWK ABout /My FAMILY, AND WHAT THEY HAVE SONE THROUSH
HERE ALoNE, NOTHWG But TME

I WH | coutP BE AT HOMME, AND €VERYTHING WoulP Be Fing
€VERyONE AROUND M€ W HERE CAN'T REIATE

BECAUSE I THE oNLy oNE THAT SPEAKS SPANMISH

THEY L0oK AT ME AND TELL ME EVERYTHING

FROM BRUSHING MY TEETH TO JHOWERWG AT NISUT

No MATTER WHERE | AM

I AM ALWAYS gowg To B PueRTo RiCAN
THEY (AN TAKE MY CLOTHES
THEY CAN TAKE MY SHoES
THEY CAN TAKE MY MuSic
THEY (AN TAKE My (AR
THEY (AN TAKE MY SRL
THEY CAN TAKE My JEWELRY
THEY CAN TAKE My PHONE
THEY (AN TAKE My LIF€E

But THEY CANT TAKE My RACE
I AM PuerRTo RicAN

HeAR 1T (oup

I AM PRoup!

I AM PueRTo RicAM!
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FooTBALL
By: RAUMEEL

SUMMeER, SUMMER, SUMMER
FOOTBALL JEASON 1 HERE

HeLMeTs, gloves, Steeves

TACKLE, SMASH, BLOCK

PASSING 1§ THE KEY

W THE SAMES, WHAT (AN 1T BE
ITS FOURTH QUARTER

Down By Fowr, TWo YARPS To go
I{UM, RUN, FASTI AND NoT Too §loW
JPW ON THE FIRST, JUKE ON THE RISHT
Ruv A couPle oF YARPS

THEN YOURE ouT OF SIgHT
ToucHpown!

FANS ARE SCREAMING

FooTBALL, FooTBALL, FooTBALL
SUMMeER, SUMMER, SUMMER
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INERKERS
By: RAUMEEL

THEY oME ALL PIFFERENT SI2€S
Rep, Blue, AND WHITE

TAKE ‘€M BACK IF ToO TIUT
JORDANS, NKE'S, Re€BoK

THEY KEEP YOouR FEET WARM
€VERYONE LOVES THEM AND THEN SOME
You (AN RuN W THEM

BLACK, WHITE, AND ORANGE
You (AN WEAR WITH ANYTHING
SNEAKERS ARE SO SREAT

WHo Woulb PARE To WATE!
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Y ANKEES
By: JESUS

JETER, A-Rop, TEXERA

HITTING HOMMERUNS €VERY PAY

THEY PLAY, THEY RUN, THEY CATCH

THEY BEAT THE BofTon l{ep jox

THATS WHY THEY ARE C(ONSIDERED THE BEST
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JESuy
By: JESUS

JufTice
EVERYTHWG

5 (RIOU5
UNPERSTANPING
SAve me
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FEELINGS
BY: Atec

HoW Po yoy FeEEL WHEN yYOuRE LOCKEP uP
ARE You RRITATED, ANNOYED oR ANGR?
Y'OU FEEL EVERY €/MOTION W THE \WORLP
AND Yoy CANT €VEN €XPLAW 1T

Bur WHEN you THWK ABoyt It

WHAT Do you REAUY FeEL?

YOURE BEWWD BARS AND

CANT €VEN SAY \WHAT YOURE FEELNGS

IF You CoulP TuRN BACK THE TME yYou Woulb
To J€€ WHAT yYou WERE FEEING

WHEN Yoy ot YOURSELF N HERE

FEELNGS ARE Soop AND BAP

ITS THE WAY You USE THEM
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boxw‘g
By: JESUS

MUHAMMAD ALl WAS THE BEST

WITH HITS To THE FACE € TO THE CHEST

He PIDN'T FEAR ANyONE

AlL WS OPPONENTS WoulP RuN

He WoulP KNocK youy out \WITH A PuNCH
AND TAWK ABout you To yYouR FACE

IT PPNT MATTER WHAT WAS YouR RACE

He Woulp Pur you W yourR PLACE

Poetry Behind the Walls, April 2011, Volume 4, Issue 1

49



DomesSTic JioLeNCe
By: RAUMEEL

Mo AND PAP ALWAYS FISHTING

I JUMP W, AND ET HIT W THE FACE

| WONDER WHAT PD | po

To PESERVE SuCH A TASTE?

I (RY AND WONDER W TEARS

WHAT MAKES PEOPLE Po THIS?

If 'T (oVe oR WATE?

CANT THEY JUST SETTLE IT

IN A DEBATE, Nol

IT STARTS WITH ARSUNGS, THEN SCREAMING

FISHTING, WHILE 1Y SYTERS ARE SLEEPING AND PREAMWS

IM uP, MoM THROWS A PuncH

IT CONNECTS AND PAPS TEETH JUST CRUNCH
DAP CHOKES HER, SHES CHOKWG, | SAY STOP
I WL CALL A COP, HE TOSSES HER, IMA MAP
NOoW | PONT LIKE WM AS A PAP

| PON'T WANT TO BE LIKE WM, NEVER

Bur WHAT (AN | Po BuT FIUT HARP

To Not BE LKE /MoM AND PAD

DomMeSTic VioleNCe

BAD AND TERRIBLE

WE NEEP 1o STOP THIY W TUE COMMynTy
AND SolVe THE PRoBLEMS W A BETTER WAY
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HittBRooK
By: DEWAYNE

ID RATHER BE HERE THAN ON THE STREETS

THE TIME | AM HERE | AM SOWGS TO PO RIGHT

THS 1§ My FRST TIME UERE, BUT Il NEVER CoMe BACK

| HAVE LEARNED A LOT WHILE KIPS HAVE BEEN SETTIW SHOT
[ Hoob 1§ A PLACE oF RESPeCT

PeoPLE TAKE CARE OF €ACH OTHER

WHEN THINGS SET HARP

WE MAKE THE BEST OF 1T

I WL BE gone MONDAY, AND IF | PON'T

I WL Po My TIME, AND NEVER CoME BACK
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My Hoop
By: RASHAUN

A SHOTSUN 1§ My ALARM ClocK

I WAKE UP W FEAR

Don'T KNOW WHATS Somg 1o HAPPEN

FRIENDS ANT AROUND

Don'T KNOW WHAT HAPPENED

[y HooD 1f DANGEROUS ON THE JTREETS
DoN'T KNoW WHAT 1f gomg To WAPPEN
PeoPle gETTNG Suor

DAy &Y PRY

KIPS KILLNG €ACH OTHER

DAy &Y PRY
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LocKep UP
By: RASHAUN

CHILPREN W THE CELLS

DoN'T KNOW \WHEN 1M SETTING oyt
BEEN LoNELY SINCE | SOT LOKEP uP
HAP To MAKE MMy OWN [oneEy
TRYWg 1o STAY ALNE W THE JTREETS
GETTNG W TRouBLE

GETTING SHOT AT

THS 1§ My UF€
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THE CoRNER
BY: QuinTton

ON My Block

TRYWg 1o €T A CouPLE BucKS
CoPy SToPPwg Me

TR)/IMg TO go TO §CHool

| TAKE, TO HAVE SREATER THWGS
TRYING NOT TO €T SHOT

MMAKE My PeoPLES HWAPPY

TRY 1o HAVE A FuTuRE
SoMeneS you SoTTA KNUCKLE uP
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HitBRooK
By: RAHMEEL

HeAr
IMMEPATELY
LocKkep uP
Love

BRoKE
ReApy
OPrMTIC
oOBJECTS

K IND
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THIEr
By: RASHAUN

BREAKING Wro Houf€ AFTER Houfe
TAKING oTHER PEOPLES STUFF
TAKWG Tuwg)‘

GETTING SHOT AT

Drwg

CANT (olMe BACK

PeoPle (Rywg

CRYWS CANT STOP THE ViolENCE
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CAnND Y
By: RASHAUN

CAnNDY

CAnNDy

WHERES My CANDY
Sweer

Sweer

Sweer

MY CANDY

€AT T Al

€AT T Al

CANDy

CAnDy

GET M€ JoME (ANDY
Sew

Buy T

€AT IT
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I MSs
By: SHyKeem

I M5 My HouS€

| S5 My SRL

I 1SS My Room

I IS5 1Y FRIENDS

I MYS My Mo

I IS5 My FAMILY

I TS5 UNLOCKEP POoRS
I MS SLEEPWG w

I 1SS (oNG SHOWERS
| S PLAYWS Sun SAMES
I M MAKWG oyt

| MiSS OPENED PooRS
WHAT | Miss

THE Most

IS /My FAMILY
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